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Celebrating 28 Years!
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202 W. 1st St., Suite 150 • Monticello • 319-465-4761
www.mcdonoughsales.com

For All Your Real Estate Needs,
Call Angie, Kris or Kelly

Ashley Zumbach enjoys being part-owner of Java Jones in Monticello. (Photos by Pete 
Temple)

(cont’d on page C9)

By Pete Temple
Express Associate Editor

 One might think a full 
plate like the one belonging 
to Ashley Zumbach – mother 
of an 11-month old, business 
owner, mowing lawns up to 
30 hours per week –  would 
leave her scrambling.
 In her case, it’s more like 
pieces of a puzzle that fit 
together.
 She and her husband 
Ethan, who farms west of 
Monticello, work together 
to take care of Breckin, their 
11-month-old son. They have 
plenty of family in the area to 
help.
 “Ethan helps out as much 
as he can. Our families help 
a lot too,” Ashley said. “It’s 
been working really well. 
We’re very appreciative of 
them.”
 Ashley is co-owner of Java 
Jones with her mother, Lisa 
Monk. She also works for 
her parents with Steve Monk 
Construction and Lawn 
Care. In her case, the two jobs 
complement one another.
 “In the summer we have 
good college and high school 
girls to help with Java Jones, 
so it frees up Mom and me 
to mow more,” she said. “So 
I’d say I spend the majority 
in the summertime mowing, 
and the wintertime we do 

Zumbach makes parenting, Java Jones, mowing fit together
Java Jones more.”
 In addition to keeping her 
busy year-round, Ashley said 
she enjoys having different 
types of jobs.
 “The thing I like most is 
just the change in pace,” she 
said during an interview 
at Java Jones. “After a long 
winter, I’m ready to get on 
the mower. Now, after a long 
summer, I’m ready to come 
back in here.”
 Zumbach was born 
and raised in Monticello, 
graduating from Monticello 
High School in 2009.
 She went to Kirkwood 
Community College and 
earned an associate’s degree 
in accounting, but didn’t 
enter the workforce looking 
for an accounting job.
 “I just decided I liked 
mowing, and wanted to stick 
with the family business,” 
Ashley said. “Mom and Dad 
liked that idea as well.
 “They’ve been mowing for 
13 or 14 years, and I started 
about that time, just helping a 
little bit through high school, 
and then went full time in 
2012.
 “I like working for my 
parents, and I like being 
outside. I didn’t think I could 
sit in an office every day.”
 The mowing has grown to 
the point where the company 
now has multiple employees. 

Ashley and her mother take 
care of the residential and 
business lawns, while her 
father and his crew do large 
area mowing for the City of 
Monticello.
 “We’re staying busy, that’s 
for sure,” Ashley said. “It takes 
a lot of us to get it all done.”
 She said it doesn’t take 
much to keep her occupied 
while mowing.
 “I listen to music some, but 
honestly, most places we’re at 
an hour, tops, and then we’re 
on to the next place,” Ashley 
said. “It’s just a constant 
moving. We get it done.”
 The Java Jones idea came 
about when Lisa Monk saw 
an ad in the paper, saying 
Monticello’s coffeehouse was 
for sale.
 “She mentioned it to me, 
and I said it wouldn’t hurt to 
ask,” Ashley recalled.
 They met with the previous 
owners, Doug and Leann 
Herman.
 “We talked it over, and 
talked to Ethan and Dad, and 
they both thought, ‘Why not 
do it?’ So we took a leap of 
faith,” Ashley said.
 They took over in mid-
August of 2017.
 “We’ve been very busy and 
we have great customers,” 
Ashley said. “And, we’ve 
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Thank You to Our Hardworking Ladies!

Doubling
our efforts

to help
our

customers

Coverage 
and service 
you can 
count on.

I can help you select the coverage that's
right for you today and provide options for

the future of your growing operation.

Contact me to schedule an on-site SuperCheck®

and ensure you have the coverage you need.

Rob Hunt
205 W 1st St
Monticello, IA
319.465.4115
robhunt.fbfsagents.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des
Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance
Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-AG-A (6-21)

Samuel Hunt

Rob Hunt
205 W 1st St
Monticello
(319) 465-4115
Cell: (319) 389-6772

®

M228 (11-19)

Rob Hunt

205 W 1st St., Monticello
319-465-4115

211 Jackson St., Olin
319-484-4070

Kristl Hunt & Dara Stewart Emily Smith & Kristl Hunt

Our Friendly Professional 
Staff are Here

to Provide You With:
•	 Diabetic	Shoes
•	 Diabetic	Supplies
•	 Shingles	Vaccine
•	 Medication	Packaging
	 For	At-Home	Patients
•	 Medication	Packaging
	 For	Nursing	Home	Patients
•	 Drive-up	Service
•	 Medicare	Part	D	–
	 Ask	Us	About	Plans

NIGHTINGALE DRUG...
Where We Genuinely Care About Our Patients

319-465-4404 
304 East First Street

Monticello

Monday-Friday 8:30 am to 5:30 pm and
Saturday 8:30 am to Noon

Flu VaccinesFlu Vaccines
Available Daily!Available Daily!

Left to Right:  Tiffany Bacon, CPhT, Pam Thomp-
son, RPh and Dana Hansen, Pharm Tech.  Missing 
from photo is Jeanne Fromelt, PharmD and Erin 
Dietz, CPhT. 

ASpecial
THANK YOU

...to All of Our Hardworking, Compassionate
& Dedicated Working Women!

500 Pinehaven Dr., Monticello
319-465-5415

502 Pinehaven Dr., Monticello
319-465-2013
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White –

Audrey White works with kindergartner Crixus Hernandez on motor 
skills during a visit to Shannon Elementary School Sept. 12. (Photos by 
Pete Temple)

Shannon students Emery White (seated, 
foreground) and Nolan Nielson trace patterns 
on a whiteboard under the guidance of Audrey 
White.

the traditional school-
year months of  August 
through early June.
 “My focus is on 
providing students 
access to their 
education, helping 
facilitiate independence 
in their school routines, 
and promoting active 
participation in their 
education,” White said.
 “My expertise is in 
child development, 
particularly fine motor 
skills.”
 She also helps coach 
teachers and staff 
members.
 “I provide formal 
and informal in-
service opportunities 
for teachers, 
administrators and 
support staff,” she 
said. “I love teaching 
teachers tips and 
tricks they can embed 
into their classroom 
routines that can 
benefit all students.”
 White lives in 
Monticello with her 
husband of  12 years, 
Dustin, who works for 

Innovative Ag Services. 
They have three 
children: Eli, 7; Emery, 
5; and Emmett, 3.
 “We love to explore 

the outdoors,” White 
said. “I enjoy baking 
and cooking with my 
children, and traveling 
near and far.

 “I struggled with 
reading as a child, but 
am learning to love it as 
an adult.”
 Her self-belief  carries 

over into her job.
 “I have been doing 
this long enough to see 
my first-year students 
turn into successful 

middle schoolers,” 
White said. “Watching 
students gain new skills 
is beyond rewarding.”
 
  
 


